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residents by enabling them to attend public
colleges and universities in Maryland and
Virginia at in-State tuition rates. I am grateful
for the bipartisan effort in the Congress to
work with my Administration to build on that
proposal and develop this Act.

The District of Columbia College Access
Act of 1999 will allow the Federal Govern-
ment, through a program run by the Mayor
of the District of Columbia, to pay the dif-
ference between in-State and out-of-State
tuition at public colleges and universities in
Maryland, Virginia, and other States, under
certain circumstances, on behalf of qualified
D.C. residents. District of Columbia resi-
dents could receive up to $10,000 per year,
with a $50,000 maximum overall, in tuition
subsidies under this Act. This tuition subsidy
is critical, because it will provide an oppor-
tunity for D.C. residents, like the residents
of all 50 States, to attend a variety of afford-
able public colleges and universities. A lack
of financial resources can be a roadblock to
entering college, as well as a major reason
why many students who enroll in college do
not complete their degree programs. By pro-
viding this tuition subsidy, we are providing
D.C. residents more opportunities to attend
college, and encouraging families with col-
lege-bound children to remain in, or move
to, the District. By assisting individual D.C.
residents through these tuition subsidies, we
will also be contributing to the continued re-
vitalization of the District of Columbia.

In addition, the Act would authorize grants
of up to $2,500 per year, with a $12,500 per
student maximum, to D.C. residents who
choose to attend private colleges and univer-
sities in the Washington, D.C. area, including
private historically Black colleges and univer-
sities in Maryland or Virginia. Together with
the tuition subsidy for public colleges and
universities, these grants would greatly ex-
pand both public and private post-secondary
opportunities for D.C. residents.

Throughout the legislative development of
this bill, my Administration stated its pref-
erence for ensuring that Federal resources
are provided to those students with greater
need for financial assistance. The Act goes
a long way toward reaching that goal by pro-
viding the Mayor of the District of Columbia
with the authority, in the event of insufficient

appropriations, to establish priorities regard-
ing the making or amount of tuition and fee
payments on the basis of the income and
need of eligible students.

The Act would also authorize financial
support to the University of the District of
Columbia (UDC), if it does not receive funds
under the Higher Education Act of 1965 on
the basis of its status as a historically Black
college and university. In order to provide
a range of high quality higher education op-
portunities to D.C. residents, this Act will en-
sure that Federal funds are available to sup-
port the only public institution of higher edu-
cation in the District of Columbia and to help
ensure that D.C. residents who choose to at-
tend UDC will receive a solid education.

Finally, I must point out that this Act is
only part of the efforts currently underway
to improve higher education opportunities
for D.C. students. I congratulate the private
sector’s outstanding efforts to prepare D.C.
students to attend college, and to provide ad-
ditional tuition assistance beyond that pro-
vided in this Act. The commitment of both
the private and public sectors to broaden
postsecondary education opportunities avail-
able to D.C. residents will have a significant
impact on the education, economic well-
being, and lives of many D.C. students and
their families for years to come. I look for-
ward to working with D.C. Mayor Anthony
Williams as he implements this
groundbreaking new program.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
November 12, 1999.

NOTE: H.R. 974, approved November 12, was as-
signed Public Law No. 106–98. This item was not
received in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.

The President’s Radio Address
November 13, 1999

Good morning. In recent weeks, Congress
and our administration have been engaged
in final budget negotiations that will set the
direction our Nation takes as we enter the
new millennium. This week we made good
progress. Today I want to talk to you about



2375Administration of William J. Clinton, 1999 / Nov. 14

what we achieved, why I fought hard for pri-
orities like better schools and safer streets,
and what we still must do to finish a budget
that prepares for the future, continues to pay
down the debt, and honors our values.

I wanted to make sure the very first budget
of the 21st century puts education first.
That’s why I stood firm on our commitment
to hire 100,000 quality teachers to reduce
class size in the early grades. We made this
promise with Congress last year, and schools
around the country already are hiring more
than 29,000 teachers to give 1.7 million chil-
dren the chance to learn in smaller classes.

The research is clear on this. Students
learn more in smaller classes where they get
more attention. And as I said in the State
of the Union Address, we not only need more
teachers; we need better teachers. Under the
plan we worked out with Congress this week,
every teacher hired with these funds must
be fully qualified and know the subjects he
or she is hired to teach. School districts can
also use some funds to better prepare their
existing teachers to meet the needs of 21st
century students. We need to stay on this
path of hiring 100,000 quality teachers to re-
duce class size.

The budget agreement also more than
doubles our investment for after-school pro-
grams and increases funding for our efforts
to connect all our schools to the Internet,
for our GEAR UP program which provides
mentors to prepare at-risk children for col-
lege, and for our Hispanic education initia-
tives. I am pleased Congress has put politics
aside and put education first in this budget.

We’re making progress in other areas as
well. We know America is safer. The crime
rate is at a 25-year low. But it’s not nearly
as safe as it can and should be. We must
keep the crime rate coming down. The budg-
et agreement invests in the success of our
COPS program which has already funded
100,000 community police officers, by pro-
viding the resources to hire up to 50,000
more of them over the next 5 years in neigh-
borhoods where crime rates are still too high.

We’ve made progress on the efforts that
Vice President Gore and I have developed
to set aside funds to preserve natural areas
and to protect our environment for future
generations. However, we’ve still got some

work to do on this and we must oppose anti-
environmental provisions that put special in-
terest ahead of the public interest.

With all this progress, our budget work
isn’t complete yet. And I’m committed to
working with Congress to reach agreement
before they recess this year on the issues that
are still outstanding, from passing meaningful
hate crimes legislation to providing relief for
families suffering under the impact of Hurri-
cane Floyd, to paying our U.N. dues, to pass-
ing the ‘‘Work Incentives Improvement Act’’
so that people with disabilities can gain a job
without losing their health care.

In addition to the budget, I urge Congress
to keep working on other critical issues—
commonsense gun safety legislation to keep
guns out of the wrong hands; a real Patients’
Bill of Rights families have been waiting for
for too long; a raise in the minimum wage,
which shouldn’t be held hostage to special
interest tax cuts that aren’t paid for and don’t
address national needs; and finally, measures
to save Social Security and Medicare for the
21st century and modernize Medicare to in-
clude a voluntary prescription drug benefit.
I urge Congress to work with me in meeting
all these goals.

This has been a good week for America.
We’re staying on the path that has brought
us the longest peacetime expansion in his-
tory, the highest homeownership in history,
nearly 20 million new jobs, a 30-year low in
unemployment, a 20-year low in poverty
rates, and the first back-to-back budget sur-
pluses in 42 years. Now we’ve got the chance
of a lifetime to shape the future of our
dreams for our children. Let’s finish the job.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 3:15 p.m. on
November 12 in the Oval Office at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on November
13. The transcript was made available by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on November 12 but
was embargoed for release until the broadcast.

Statement on the Announcement
of Cyprus Peace Talks
November 14, 1999

The Secretary-General of the United Na-
tions has just informed me that President


